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The Westerners 
By Rosert E. Burns 


The Westerners first was conceived in March, 1943, when a group of Chi- 
cagoans interested in Western Americana met in a private home to discuss 
a book that had just come from the press. About a year later, much the same 
group under the prodding of Leland Case met again. Organization was dis- 
cussed with the name Westerners finally being adopted, and the first chapter 
was called the Chicago Corral. Later the Brand Book was published and con- 
tinues to be the official organ of the group. Subsequently Corrals have been 
established at Denver, Los Angeles, New York, Washington, Spokane, Kan- 
sas City, Tucson, the Black Hills, St. Louis, Paris and London. A number of 
new Corrals are in the process of formation, not only in this country, but 
abroad as well. A publication venture, This Is The West, under the auspices 
of the Chicago Corral, has been eminently successful. 

Recently certain founding members of the Chicago Corral have had a 
desire to help provide for this organization a purpose, a growth plan and 
a standing that is more in keeping with the importance of the activity today. 
Hence, the specific proposal was the establishment of a Westerner’s Founda- 
tion at the College of the Pacific which, through its demonstrated activities 
in this field, would provide a suitable home. This work would parallel that 
of the California History Foundation, The California Conference of His- 
torical Societies, and the Jedediah Smith Society. 

At a meeting in Chicago on January 12, the Foundation was established 
with $30,000 underwritten as a beginning. Necessary headquarters space will 
be provided by the College where an Executive Secretary will be located. 
Activities will include such projects as organizing more Corrals, collecting 
historical materials relating to the West, publishing a magazine periodically, 
administering a national speakers service on western topics, providing schol- 
arships and fellowships for Western research and the preparation of bibli- 
ographies. Not the least will be several publishing ventures financed by the 
resources of the Foundation. 

This new venture bids fair to be a new milestone for the Westerners as 
well as the College. Both cooperating together will add luster to an era in 
American history which must be perpetuated at all costs. 
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The Larkin Letter 


The days of ?49 were past and the Civil War had come. Still the long line 
of covered wagons moved westward. Brief and urgent personal messages 
came streaming back to the homes in the East and Middle West. What they 
lacked in Indian attacks and trail-blazing lore, they made up in the tangled 
problems of slavery and the tragedies of pioneer life. 

Typical of these is the following letter which comes to the Historian 
through the courtesy of Dorothy McMillen Wright of Iowa Falls, Iowa: 


On Platt River 60 Miles below Fort Larimie [sic], June 27, 1864 


Dear Friends: 

Our last letter was written on Wood River, three hundred miles below 
here and as we are going to be at Fort Larimie in two or three days, I thought 
I would pencil a few lines to let you know how we are getting along. We are 
all well at present. Adelia was sick Monday and Monday night, but is feeling 
well again. Think it was heat. The weather has been very warm for the last 
week. For the two hundred miles we have had very hard roads. Week before 
last we had very heavy rains since which time we have had wind and sand 
most of the time, although, the last three days the roads have been very pass- 
able, but badly rutted. 

We camped opposite of Chimney Rock last night which is quite a curiosity. 
We are very nearly half way from Iowa Falls to Aurora and we begin to feel 
as though we were some ways from home. Fort Larimie is half way or nearly 
so. When I wrote you last I did not calculate to go to Larimie, but you see 
we shall go there or opposite of it so we can go over and mail letters. We have 
not had any chance to mail letters since we left Wood River, so you see the 
reason you have not heard from us. After we get past Larimie we can mail 
letters at any time. 

The mules stand the journey first-rate. I think they look full as well as 
when we started with them, but they are not at all afraid of the wagon cover. 

We have not heard anything of Sib’s folks since they drove on and left us. 
I do not know where they are. Do not expect to see them again. Dr. Parker’s 
folks are with us. We are in with a first-rate company. Three families from 
Butler County, one family from Dallas County, two families from Illinois, 
make a very nice company, —thirteen wagons. Two men from Butler County 
went through with Cook and Jules Hitenes [?] two years ago. Their names 
are Taylor and Needham. They are tiptop men and a good deal of advantage 
to us. 

You can have but a very limited idea of the amount of emigration there is 
this spring. It is one continual string of teams all the time. There are about 
two hundred ox teams just ahead of us which makes quite a train. About one- 
third are going to Idaho, the other two-thirds are going to California, Ore- 
gon, Nevada, and Washington. 
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Father, I wish you could see some of the mules that are going across the 
plains. Some of the finest I ever saw. I saw a train the other day that had six 
jacks. Two of the largest stood 17% hands high. The other 4 were nearly as 
large. There are some of the finest horses on the road I ever saw. I wish you 
were with us for this is the best season to cross that has been for several years. 
The grass is splendid and is the best in the mountains ever known. We met 
two men yesterday from California. Left Marysville the 24th of April. 
They say feed is good. 

We have not met with one person that we ever saw before since we met with 
Dr. Parker’s folks. Do you remember a wagon going through the Falls cov- 
ered with Boards? They are just ahead of us. We travelled in company with 
them about two weeks and two weeks ago today, we layed over and we have 
not overtaken them yet. They have oxen so you see oxen makes about as good 
time as horses. We have not heard from Houston’s folks as yet. We left Mr. 
Pickwin over in Iowa. Do not know how they are getting along, but I pre- 
sume all right. 

We have not seen any buffalo only at a distance. Game is very scarce. We 
expect to spend 4th of July on the summit of the Rocky Mountains. What 
is to be done in Iowa Falls the 4th? I suppose Gill has got back by this time. 

Mother this is a great country for babies. Almost every train has had one 
and almost every woman you meet expects to have one. Jt beats all. 

Noon 24,—All well today. Yesterday afternoon we passed about two hun- 
dred trains. Mostly oxen from Missouri. They hurrahed for Jef. Davis. We 
were a mad set but there was no use of having a fuss with them, but some of 
them will fetch up on the end of a rope some of these times. There seems to 
be more from Missouri on the roads than from any other state—running 
away from the Rebellion. We have not had any war news for a long time. 
We have almost forgotten that there is a war but when we get to Larimie we 
shall hear what is being done in America. We shall get there tomorrow night. 
We are in sight of the mountains. 

Mother, be sure and lay downa good keg of butter to take across the plains. 
It will keep good if well packed. Also grapes. They are mighty good. An- 
other thing, get as much honey as possible. It is the nicest thing out. I never 
would cross the plains again without it. Strain it. Also, maple sugar is very 
handy for molasses or sauce. If you can get a good cheese take it and chop it 
up and pack it in a jar and put some good brandy on it. That you will find to 
be a splendid good thing. 

24th [probably the 25th. R.R.S.] All well this morning. We heard the 
drums beat the roll call at the Fort last evening, so we are almost there. Yes- 
terday there were a lot of Indians came along and scared some of the horses. 
One team broke their wagon-tongue. 

We had no fire last night,—country hilly, sandy, barron country. We go 
to timber last night. The first we have had in two hundred and fifty miles. 
Deal put some strawberries stewing last night and went to mixing bread. 
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FamI Ly REcorps 
The San Joaquin Genealogical Society 
has prepared “Gold Rush Days,” 103 
pages of vital statistics from Stockton’s 
newspapers of 1850 through 1855. 
Mimeographed. Price $3.75. Order 
through California History Foundation. 


INTERNATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 

Chalk up the placement of the perma- 
nent international headquarters of ““The 
Westerners” at the College of the Pacific, 
as California History Foundation Project 
#14. 

How Come? 

Surprising and delightful experiences 
are the numerous inquiries concerning 
subscription rates to the Historian. If cop- 
ies reach you, they come because — 


(1) You are a research and charter 
member of the Jedediah Smith 
Society, at $5.00 per year. 

or (2) You are a subscriber to the His- 
torian at $2.00 per year. 

or (3) Youare a person whom we should 
like to have throw his weight be- 
hind our projects. Future num- 
bers will continue to come to you 
if and when they are available. 


Just ARouND THE CorNER 

1. California History Foundation Insti- 
tute, C. O. P., March 7-8, 1958. 

2. Conf. Calif. Hist. Soc. Board of Di- 
rectors, C. O. P., March 8, 1958. 

3. Jedediah Smith Spring Rendezvous, 
C. O. P., Luncheon, March 8, 1958. 

4. Eleventh Annual Missions Tour, 
March 29—April 5, 1958. 

5. Iowa State Teachers College, North- 
ern Calif. Alumni Ass’n Banquet, 
C.O.P., April 19, 1958. 

6. Conference Calif. Historical Socie- 
ties, Hoberg’s, June 26, 27, 28, 1958. 

7. Beaver Trail Tour of Pacific North- 
west, August 4-24, 1958. 





(Continued from page 3) 


Cassie was missing. I went to hunt her up. I found her with 5 or 6 little girls, 
seated around the dish of sauce having a social time over the berries. 

Direct your letter to Carson City, and we shall get it. I must close as it is 
almost time to start and some of the boys are getting up their stock. Give my 
respects to [? ]. We are getting along finely with good spirit. Writing often. 

We remain your affectionate children. 


William and Adelia and Cassie 


So we leave this pioneer family struggling on toward California at the rate 
of 15 to 20 miles per day. In western Nevada, Adelia gave birth to twin sons. 
Then the party hurried on to Hangman’s Gulch near Hangtown (Placer- 
ville). There Adelia died on August 29, 1864, aged 22 years and 8 days. 
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eA Year on the Yuba 


By ALEXANDER Hotmes MacDona.p 


Introduction, Notes, and Conclusion 
By Reginald R. and Grace D. Stuart 


INTRODUCTION 


The writer of this diary of one hundred years ago was a native Nova Sco- 
tian with a Highland Scotch ancestry. He was born at Sunny Brae, Pictou 
County, on September 1, 1830. “Alexander” had been a family name for 
generations, but “Holmes” was added in later life to honor a friend who was 
a member of the Nova Scotia legislature. 

The eldest of ten children, MacDonald shouldered responsibilities at an 
early age. His teaching experience began at fourteen and, with a few breaks, 
continued for over a half century. A steadily increasing Gold Rush propa- 
ganda started him toward California in late 1855. By January 1, 1858, he 
had worked his way to the Middle Yuba. This diary is, perhaps, the only 
day-to-day account of life in the almost forgotten mining town of Orleans 
Flat. 


Spelling and punctuation appear as in the diary. 


DIARY OF A. H. MACDONALD 
Jan 1st 1858 to Aug 8/58 


January 1% 1858 


This is the third New Years Day I have spent in the California Mountains 
and although I have toiled hard yet I am not much better of [sic] than when 
I arrived in the state it is true that I have experience of over two years and 
a half of a Mountain life in Cala as well as an opportunity of meeting men 
from almost every clime and nation on the face of the globe and also meeting 
and for a time associating with some of the best and perhaps most talented 
men as well as some of the most vicious and reckless people of this age so that 
I may say I been since I left home especially in the school of Experience 
where I had to learn many a hard and at times what I considered a hopeless 
Lesson as well as accustom myself to hard labour and rough treatment which 
I never underwent at home So that it behoves me to be truly thankful to 
Almighty God for his kind protection hitherto and may I still be guided and 
guarded by his Almighty arm in whatever situation I may be placed and 
above all I would desire that I may be sustained in resisting all temptations 
which will come in my way 

To Day Mrs. Laundes'’ sent an :vitation to Mr. Charles McIntosh and I 
to go to a New Year’s Dinner she had prepared for a number of her Friends 








6 The Pacific Historian 





so at the appointed time we went and found quite a number of Ladies and 
Gentlemen present already besides some that arrived afterwards We had 
quite a jovial time of it as there was none of this restraint which is present in 
a great many cases owing I expect a good deal to the fact that it was pretty 
much all Sisters and Brother Templars’ that were present who can enjoy 
each others company as well as any persons I know of 

We then had quite an amusing time looking over and examining the great 
variety of Prizes and Presents that Mr. Laundes Family had got of the 
Christmas Trees the night previous There were a good many excellent 
Books as well as some splendid ornamental Baskets Boxes and so forth for 
Miss Laundes* who I think deserved all the praise and presents she got for 
the manner she conducted herself at the exhibition although a young girl not 
over 12 or 13 years of age Most of the company staid till 8 or 9 O’Clock at 
night but Mr. Owens and I went over to Moores Flat* with some Letters 
I had written When we got back there were a number still present of the 
company although some went to the ball that was at the Masonic Hall to- 
night 

Mr. Dennison then came in and began his usual blustering when himself 
and Knotwell began cuting each other in sport which amused us all very 
much We were all rather startled at seeing a glaring light lighting the heav- 
ens which we well knew must be caused by the burning of some Town or 
other on the divide between Middle and the North Yubas Some said that 
it was Forest City’ others that it was Downieville® there was a kind of gloom 
settled on us as we began to ponder on the melancholy suffering of Person[s] 
being burnt out completely in the middle of winter where it is so very hard 
to procure any thing as almost every person procures their winter supply in 
the fall I do trust it is not much although I am afraid there must be some 
suffering let it be ever so little 


January 2"4 1858 

I was sawing wood all day today sothat to night I feel pretty tired about 
noon we heard the unwelcome News that Downieville was all bur[n]t down" 
the principal part of the business that the loss at a rough calculation was esti- 
mated at $25,000 it had not been ascertained whether there were any lives 
lost or not but it was much feared there was as about 100 kegs of Powder had 
exploded carrying ruin with it wherever it reached it is very sad to think of 
the suffering a great many must endure as well as the loss of every thing how 
many that had made calculations to meet their Friends far away in a short 
time are doomed to be disappointed as well as expectant Friends at home in 
not seeing their long lost Friends home at the time appointed Yet it still we 
should all be contented with our lot here below trusting all shall work for 
the best. 

Sabbath January 374 1858 

To day after Dinner H. Fraser and I went to Sabbath School and expected 


(Continued on page 11) 
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Eleventh Annual Institute 


The California History Foundation 


Tue Drrecror’s Report 

During the past year over two hundred gifts, embracing several thousand items, 
came to the Foundation. There were over three hundred western books, two large 
stacks of early newspapers, letters, maps, documents, et cetera. Cash gifts amounted to 
$17,100.00. These contributions will furnish the sinews of expansion for the coming 
year. They will constitute the nest egg which, we hope, will make possible the early 
completion of our building project and at least start the Foundation in the publishing 
field in a modest manner, meet various filing fees, provide funds for the purchase of 
rare books and documents, and make this organization an effective historical research 
agency. 

More and more the validity of the oft-repeated anomaly becomes apparent: 

“Only the things we give away remain with us at the end of time.” 

In addition there were many others who, too, were Friends of Pacific—the corps 
of volunteer librarians, sponsors who met the Missions Tour party at almost every stop 
during the fifteen-hundred-mile trip, and members from every part of California 
who have said the gracious words, written the kindly, helpful letters, and expressed in 
unforgettable manner the evidence of true friendship. 

Of special importance at this time of year are C. O. P.’s popular Pacific Tours. The 
long-established Missions ‘Tour, which covers the entire spring vacation—March 29 
to April 5—is being signed up at present. Last year six late applicants were unable 
to secure reservations. Here in one package of eight exciting days, are wrapped up a 
glorious vacation and two units of College Credit. 

The interest being expressed in the Beaver Trail Tour to the Pacific Northwest, 
August 4 to 24, with an overnight stop in Ashland to enjoy the famed Shakespearean 
Festival, promises much in popularity. Write Elliott J. Taylor, Director of Tours, 
College of the Pacific, for information and reservations. 

I earnestly solicit your continued support for 1958-9. Of first importance is our new 
building — adequate to provide for the accumulating books, maps, and historical ephem- 
era, and to make available the necessary seminar rooms, study carrels, and offices of a 
well-equipped library. 

This help may be an outright gift, or it may be an annuity. This latter procedure 
provides one of the most effective and “painless” methods of satisfying a generous 
impulse. It reserves to the donor most of the personal satisfaction his money can give 
him, and, at the same time, adds to his gratification the knowledge that he is a part of 
a great project of social betterment. 

Use the Library —attend our meetings—talk Foundation—dream about the future 
of our work—and then experience the satisfaction of being one who has helped to 
“make a dream come true.” 
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CALIFORNIA HISTORY FOUNDATION 


BoarD OF SPONSORS 


Rosert E. Burns, President, College of the Pacific 
Tutty C. Knowes, Chancellor, College of the Pacific 


Recinaxp R. Stuart, Director, California History Foundation 


J. Ranpotpx Hutcuins, Past-Director, California History Foundation 


Puiuip A. Danieson, Executive Director, Jedediah Smith Society 


Grace D. Stuart, Curator, Library of Western Americana 


Matcoim R. E:sELEN, Chairman, History and Political Science Department 


G. A. WERNER, Professor Emeritus, History and Political Science 


Haroun G. Scuutt, President, Conference California Historical Societies 


RockweE Lu D. Hunt, President Emeritus, Conference California Historical Societies, 


Dr. Robert M. Adams, Stockton 
Clyde Arbuckle, San Jose 

L. Burr Belden, San Bernardino 
William Biddick, Jr., Stockton 
Eugene W. Biscailuz, Los Angeles 
Mary G. Bloom, Stockton 
Rosalind Boring, San Jose 

Amy L. Boynton, Lodi 

Richard I. Brown, Bakersfield 
Leona K. Buckner, Lemoore 
Naomi McCallum Carey, Lodi 
Peter T. Conmy, Oakland 

Asta M. Cullberg, Arcata 

Mary G. Curtis, Stockton 

Doris Treat Daley, Stockton 
Louisiana C. Dart, San Luis Obispo 
Alta I. Davies, Salinas 

Aubrey Drury, San Francisco 
Bernice M. Duchow, Sonora 
William H. Ellison, Santa Barbara 
Jean Bradford Fay, Santa Barbara 
Marjorie C. Flint, Hollister 
Eulalia Gardner, King City 

L. S. Gerlough, San Francisco 
Stuart Gibbons, Stockton 

Rosena A. Giles, Redding 

Charles M. Goethe, Sacramento 
Mary L. Greene, Monterey 

Leroy R. Hafen, Provo, Utah 
Judge Sherrill Halbert, Sacramento 
Herbert §. Hamlin, Sonora 
Therese S. Hamlin, Sonora 


and Past-Director, California History Foundation 


George P. Hammond, Berkeley 
Woodrow J. Hansen, Napa 

Michael Harrison, Sacramento 
Marjorie Neill Helms, Grants Pass 
Ralph Herring, Stockton 

Robert Hitchman, Seattle 

Warren R. Howell, San Francisco 
Herbert C. Jones, San Jose 

Robert W. Keller, Oakland 

Helen Weber Kennedy, Stockton 
Vierling Kersey, Los Angeles 
Gertrude M. Kettelman, Lodi 
Walter Knott, Buena Park 

Joseph R. Knowland, Oakland 
Carlos LaMoine, Stockton 

Allan R. Laursen, College of the Pacific 
Bruce M. LeRoy, Seattle 

Samson A. Lindauer, Los Angeles 
Ivy M. Loeber, St. Helena 

Rev. Leon L. Loofbourow, Richmond 
Blanche Courtney Lorenzen, Modesto 
Ralph H. Lutz, Stanford University 
Lester McDonald, Bakersfield 

John B. McGloin, S.J., San Francisco 
J. Wilson McKenney, San Francisco 
Opal E. Marshall, Watsonville 

V. Covert Martin, Stockton 

Henry K. Mauldin, Lakeport 

Fred J. Meamber, Yreka 

William J. Miller, Claremont 

Wm. J. Monihan, S.J., San Francisco 
Rev. Robert W. Moon, San Leandro 


Rev. B. J. Morris, Berkeley 
Margaret F. Murrell, Santa Clara 
Aubrey Neasham, Sacramento 

Mary B. Noerenberg, Los Angeles 
Albert E. Norman, Oakland 

Judge Walter Odemar, Los Angeles 
Mayo Hays O’Donnell, Monterey 
Allan R. Ottley, Sacramento 

Chas. F. Outland, Santa Paula 
Alice M. Peters, Stockton 

Frank S. Pierson, Modesto 

Edwin L. Pister, Stockton 

Hero Eugene Rensch, Columbia 
Lewis Rice, Modesto 

Leslie V. Richardson, Stockton 
Harry M. Rowe, Fairfield 
Margaret E. Schlichtmann, San Leandro 
Donald I. Segerstrom, Sonora 
Harry E. Shaffer, San Leandro 
Judge Peter J. Shields, Sacramento 
Marie Tinsley Smith, San Leandro 
Wallace Smith, Fresno State College 
Pearl S. Sweet, Stockton 

Cecelia M. Thompson, Lodi 
Dorothy Tye, Stockton 

Ruby Van Deventer, Fort Dick 
Caroline Wenzel, Sacramento 

Leon O. Whitsell, Stockton 

C. R. Wickes, Glenn 

Rev. John W. Winkley, Walnut Creek 
Richard Coke Wood, Stockton 
Edna L. Wright, Healdsburg 
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ProGRAM, ELEVENTH ANNUAL INSTITUTE 
CALIFORNIA History FouNDATION 


CoLLEGE OF THE PACIFIC 


March 7 and 8, 1958 


Friday, March 7 
3:00 Registration $1.00 Anderson Social Hall 
3:30 Meeting, Board of Sponsors Western Americana Room, Library 
6:30 Eleventh Annual Foundation Banquet Anderson Dining Hall 


8:00 


President Robert E. Burns, presiding 


Introductions and announcements 
General Session Anderson Social Hall 
Dr. Malcolm R. Eiselen, College of the Pacific, presiding 


“Century OF Liu?” 
A.J. McCollum, Manager, Advertising and Publicity, P.G. & E. 


“THe Future or Licht” John Cobb, Senior Nuclear Engineer, 
American Standard Radiator Corporation 


Saturday, March 8 
7:45 Foundation Breakfast, available for groups and committees 
9:00 Meeting, Board of Directors, Jedediah Smith Society Faculty Lounge 
9:00 Conducted tour through new 400-unit Women’s Dormitory 
9:00 Exhibits Anderson Social Hall and Western Americana Library 
10:00 General Session Anderson Social Hall 


10:15 
10:45 
11:15 


12:30 


2:00 


2:30 


8:30 


Dr. Hector Lee, Chico State College, presiding 
“ParKER H. Frencu, A KNIGHT OF THE GOLDEN SQUARE” 
John C. Hixon, Sacramento Union 
“My Peopve or NorTHERN CALIFORNIA” 
Thelma Wilson, Gridley Union High School 
“Historic VALUES AND Our CHANGING SCENE” 
Dr. Frank M. Stanger, San Mateo Junior College 
Annual Foundation Luncheon Anderson Dining Hall 
Chancellor Tully C. Knoles, presiding 
“THE PERIL OF THE AMERICAN West” Robert West Howard, Chicago 
Meeting Board of Directors, Conference of California Historical 
Societies Western Americana Room 


President Harold G. Schutt, presiding 


Reception and Tea Pioneer Museum and Haggin Art Galleries, Victory Park 
Courtesy of Board of Directors and Earl Rowland, Curator 


Pacific Theater: “THE CHALK GARDEN” 
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OUR SPEAKERS 


Joun C. Hrxon is a double-barrelled Westerner. A long-time member of the Chicago 
Corral gives him right to the modern nomenclature, while a boyhood in Kansas, Okla- 
homa, New Mexico, and Wyoming earned him the title the hard way. His specialty is 
“Filibustering.” 


THELMA WItson is the attractive, cultured, and vivacious Head of the Gridley High 
School English Department. She is, as well, a full-blooded First American and her life 
and achievements belie most of our common misunderstanding of a valuable group of 
our citizens. 


Dr. Frank M. Srancer received his Ph.D. from the University of California. He 
was professor of history at the College of San Mateo, 1928-1956. He is past president 
and executive secretary of the local historical society and director of the county mu- 
seum. He is editor of La Peninsula and the author of several local histories. 


Rosert West Howarp is a native New Yorker. He has been a radio reviewer, re- 
porter, assistant editor, editor, free-lance writer, and is presently the Roving Editor of 
the American Meat Institute. He is also the author or editor of several books. Almost 
a half-million copies of his recent success, “This is the West,” have been sold. 


Joun Coss received his academic training at the University of Kentucky and the 
College of the Pacific and his graduate work at the University of California. His 
employment includes: Radium experimentation with the Dow Chemical, and atomic 
reactor designing with Atomic International. Presently he is Senior Nuclear Engineer 
with the American Standard Radiator Corporation. 


Dr. Hecror H. Lex is Dean of Instruction and Professor of English at Chico State 
College. 


Dr. Matcoin R. EIsEvEn is Chairman of the Department of History and Political 
Science at the College of the Pacific. 





Acknowledgments and appreciation to Hugh C. Tye, and Mrs. Dwight W. 
Our Conveners: Dr. Rockwell D. Hunt Curtis. 


and J. Randolph Hutchins. Flower Arrangements: Mrs. Malcolm 
Our Exhibitors: Hamlin’s Pony Express R. Eiselen, Mrs. Robert E. Burns, and 
Museum and Covert Martin. Mrs. Alonzo Baker. 


Our Hostesses: Miss Mary Bloom, Mrs. Our Registrar: Mrs. Mary Kass. 
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(Continued from page 6) 


that preaching would begin right after but the Minister did not come so that 
we were disappointed as well as a good many more who were present 

Charles McIntosh went over yesterday to Forest City to see the Doctor 
there about his Eyes as he thinks that there are some rocks in them which he 
thinks the Doctors on this Flat cannot take out I think if they do not succeed 
in releiving him there he shall go right down to Sanfrancisco 

this Evening A McPherson came up from the kaynon and brought me five 
Letters three from home one from Father one from F. R.® and one from 
A McDonald® & Lanie) one from Jessie E Grant’ and one from Geo. E. 
Motgomery Sacramento I felt really delighted to hear from Father as I did 
not get any from him since last January but he tells me he wrote me a long 
letter for which he was waiting to receive an answer F. R’s was as interesting 
as usual full of minute accounts just such news as would interest me 

Also Little Mary Marjery sent her first production of a Letter of which 
I felt very proud indeed 

A McDonald’s was such a letter as a person could expect from what I con- 
sider a real Christian full of holy love and faith would to God I could feel 
and act and serve God as he does I was sorry to understand he was laid low 
with the Cholera 

Miss Jessie E’s was a very interesting and Friendly Letter She gave me 
some news from home which I like well she expects to go home in April or 
May next 

January roth 1858 

last week I have been idle waiting from day to day to begin work but was 
disappointed on account of the Severe frost and some snow which fell be- 
sides the frost was so very severe that both the Ditches” and telegraphs” got 
froze up and also the ground got froze to the depth of a few inches 

As I felt discontented with the way the Philadelphia Co used us in regard 
to work I went to speak to Mr. Bruce about getting employment from him 
which he told me I should just as soon as he would get ready to work in his 
new shaft and as long as his ground lasted as he has his own water I think 
I shall get a pretty steady job from till the middle of next summer. 

on Monday there was aconsiderable of a fuss on account in town on account 
of a Man (who stayed about the Express Office) borrowing a lot of Money 
from a number of persons about town on Sunday and starting off to Nevada™ 
on Sunday evening a constable was dispatched after him to Nevada where he 
was overtaken and brought back on Monday in the stage there were quite a 
number of persons gathered at the Express Office when the stage arrived to 
see what the Prisoner would think of, or conduct himself When he arrived 
he jumped off with all the nonchalence possible as if he was the personifica- 
tion of injured innocence, after waiting a while to see if his trial would come 
off I left, but heard the next day that Nothing could be proved against him 
and that he was set at Liberty he still goes about the town as if there was 
nothing happened 
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I read in the Papers that there were property to the amount of $500,000 
destroyed in Downieville by fire on New Years night. I also heard that there 
were three Lives lost and not known but there are some more. the suffering 
of the Inhabitants are very much being swept of every thing they possessed 
in a few hours how uncertain are the riches of this world 

We were beginning to be rather uneasy about Charles McIntosh who went 
over to Forest City last Saturday but on Friday we were pleased to see him 
back again. he said the Doctors could not do any thing to his eyes on account 
of the inflamation that was on it but when that was gone he could take what 
was in it out, so that he concluded it was best to let it alone just now 

Charles told us that he had made up his mind to go over to Allegany 
town” to work in the Knicher Boker’® Tunnel at $4™% pr day so he started 
over yesterday with his blankets and traps I went with him to pretty near the 
Middle Yuba to help him along and when we parted both felt very sorry 
however we gave the Templars grip which helped to confirm the already 
close friendship which existed between us and I sincerely trust it never will 
be less 

Yesterday the boys enjoyed them selves skating on the Miner’s Reservoir 
where there was some ice but rather rough the skates were very poor and 
some of the skaters much more so. So that they were great amusement to the 
lockers on 

January 17'* 1858 

All last week I was idle. We were all completely blocked in on account of 
heavy storms of snow which came as well as pretty severe frost which blocked 
up and broke all the Ditches so that there was no water and I am afraid that 
all work is suspended for a while till the Snow leaves at Moores Flat they 
have to lay of [sic] also as all the water is dried up and it is very little that 
will do the drift claimes there 

Dr Olds has left this Flat and went over to Moores Flat. Dr. Alban has 
bought his drugshop which was sold at Auction I think Dr. Alban and Dr. 
Hall speak of going together and practice together if they begin opposition 
this flat cannot support them. 

On Monday Night a Motion passed in the Temple that we would pay Br 
C. McIntosh’s Doctor Bills of which I felt very pleased as he is put back a 
good deal by the hurt he got & we had excellent times in both Temples two 
Initiates in the social 

last night I was up to Mr Bruce where there were two Boys who had been 
in Australia’® they give us long accounts of the Manners and habits of the 
miners as well as an account of the government and their laws also of the 
Diggings and modes of working them W™ Bruce was telling me he got his 
water through last night and that he would begin stripping” Monday and 
continue for a two or three days when he intended commencing to pick so that 
I think I shall get a job from him about the middle of the week 

during last week A McPherson came over and bought Hugh Cutters 
Cabins from Sam for $40.00 he sold the cabin to John and I for $23—he is 
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going to build a cabin at Moores and bring over the stove which will be much 
cheaper than boarding out especialy in such a low hole of a place as where 
he is I think Moores Flat will be about as stirring a little town as there will 
be on the ridge soon When all the tunnels get in they hire from 20 to 100 
men in those tunnels. there are a great many men around there at present 

Daniel Stalker came up last Tuesday from San francisco he gave usa good 
deal of News from the Vallies he left for Allghany Town on Friday he did 
not know but he would go up to Monte Christo” to work in a tunnel 

Mr Dickinson” was to preach here to-night So Hugh Fraser John and I 
went up but when we arrived there was no light in the church neither did the 
Preacher come Frank Owens met us and wished Hugh and I to go up to Mr 
Laundes which we did we spent a very Social and pleasant Evening their 
I think a person can spend as pleasant an evening there as any place I know 
in Cal Mr Bruce happened to be there and the last time I was there he was 
there so we began finding out who was there the oftenest but could not find 
out—All the family seem so interesting and intelligent there does not seem 
to be any of the frivolous vanity which so often characterises children in their 
station about them yet still they are very cheerful blended with Modesty 
and Decency pe ee 

Last week we all have been idle still as the water has not got down in the 
Ditches yet on account of breakages and snow we also had a heavy rain storm 
which ended in a heavier snow storm &c of much longer duration Snow fell 
this week about 18 inches deep so that we are about having enough of snow 
now 

Last Monday we were pained to hear of a man being killed by the pre- 
mature explosion of a blast—this day week he and another drilled a hole in 
the bottom of a shaft of which he had a job and they could not get it off so 
on Monday morning he (Wallace) went down to the shaft and begin to draw 
the charge a short time after he went down the blast went off and before 
they got him up and taken to the house he was dead his legs were all smashed 
his bowels tore up and his skull shattered his Friends wished Mt W™ Bruce 
to go over on Tuesday to officiate as chaplain so he got me to go and sing” 
a hymn for him 

When we arrived there were quite a number there I think there would be 
a hundred and thirty there as there was only one hymn-book there so there 
were none helping me to sing but M Bruce I felt rather awkward but soon 
one or two fellows came behind us and sung bass so that we got on quite well 
afterwards 

Mr: Bruce then engaged in prayer which was in my opinion as earnest and 
as eloquent a prayer as ever I heard and so suitable to the occasion I think 
that very few of those who attended will soon forget the impressions made 
at that time. Nothing could be more strikingly impressive than that scene 
a large number of rough looking miners attending the funeral of one who 
was their daily companion who had just as fondly cherished hopes of soon 
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being able to see his friends far away asany present tosee the sad and melan- 
choly expression that stood on each face as well as the still silence of that 
circle round the grave in the midst of woods of Cal also the earnest and im- 
pressive prayer offered up by Mr Bruce while he himself trembled with 
emotion 

It was sad to think of that Man (the disceased ) coming to such an untimely 
death amid his hard toiling and labour to get a competency for his family 

Oh! Whata great warning and lesson it might teach us to not to work on 
the Sabbath the day the Lord has set apart for his own worship and on which 
we are to refrain from all Labour 

Wallace had a wife and six children in Wisconsin he intended to have gone 
home this summer he sent them $300.00 lately he also had $440 hid which 
his friends after a long search had found also some wages coming to him 
which will immediately be sent to his wife 

John and I was working at the cabin we bought fixing it up and lining it 
with cotton I think it will be as comfortable a little cabin will be round when 
we are through with it and we will have it so warm that one third the wood 
would have done us had we been there all winter 

Mr: Bruce was stripping last week a part of the time and I saw yesterday 
he began picking round the shaft so that I think I will get a job from him the 
beginning of the week some time. I begin to feel rather impatient as I have 
done nothing since the middle of Dect but I hope that when I begin with Mr 
Bruce I shall havea pretty steady job— 

This week I have been engaged reading “Dred” by the Author of Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin It is a very interesting story and by what I could learn from 
Southern people I think gives an excellent description of both the usage of 
slaves and the state of society in general What I thought the worst was the 
appathy of the Ministers of the gospel and the prejudice against sincere 
Preachers— 

This Evening Franklin Owens came down to tell us that Mr Hinkle” ar- 
rived and would preach this evening so we all went there where we heard a 
short discourse from Mr Hinkle he said that on account of a long tramp 
through the snow and not being well at all he would detain us but a short 
time I very often think that the reward of Preachers that undergo all their 
hardships for Christ’s sake in these California’s Mountains will be much 
more than those who have comfortable situations and have only to preach at 
certain specified times and places. Mr Hinkle is not a fluent speaker at all 
nor has he much self confidence but he has a good gift for prayer he told us 
there would be no preaching here next Sabbath and that three weeks from 
to day beginning on Saturday would be the Quarterly Meeting held 


January 31% 1858 
All Last week except Friday afternoon I was to work for Mr Bruce and 
I think I shall have a pretty steady job if his water continues—it is a little 
scarce at present on account of the frost and dry weather—but as the water in 
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the Miners Ditch got in I expect he will buy some rather than let his diggings 
goidle There are only six and them selves both working there and if they do 
not get any more all the ground they have stripped will take about 5 or 6 
weeks to work it—I think the men are pretty much all Irish the most of them 
from the North of Ireland I think two of them Sullivan and Murphy are 
regular Mickeys they speak the regular Irish Brouge 

Ist Monday night I did not go to the Temple as John had moved the stove 
and things to our new Cabin so I had to turn to and fix my berth &c Next 
day Mr: Bruce told me there was a great communication from Mr Dennison 
renouncing his Alleigance to the Temple of Honour, in a day or two who 
would make his appearance but himself —the Temple has taken no action 
on it yet 

We had a pretty good time in Social Temple last tuesday night and al- 
though the masons and odd fellows” took away all the furniture yet the Hall 
was rigged up very well indeed so that it looked about as nice as ever with 
our own pillars and Fidelity Emblems up—I think very little expences will 
rig it off very nice and comfortable 

last thursday Alex.t Grant came up to see us and stayed till to-day he gave 
us a good deal of news about Columbia™ and Kenebec Hills there is only 
Tisdales water in there yet Cap Irvings water is to be in in the course of 5 or 
6 weeks—he was telling me that they were building a flume on Kenebec Hill 
so that they can have the water much more convenient than they used he says 
he is going to work on the flume as soon as he gets down. at $4.00 pr day and 
to get water at 25 cents an inch for pay as well as the first head that comes in 
which is a great object both when the water comes and when it gets scarce 
he thinks claims will be quite valuable when there is plenty of water I hope 
they will as I wish to sell that claim of ours on Kenebec Hill he tells me 
Henry Beardsley is down there with him and that he is quite strapped that 
he was sick a great part of this summer at Marysville 

We got our New Cabin fixed off first rate and very comfortable. every 
one who sees it almost envys us We got an excellent wood house and a Piazza 
at the door which will do for a kitchen in the summer as John was idle last 
week it had not cost us but very little to fix it up— Billy Mc Intosh came here 
last night and declared he would not know the place had he not been aware 
of where he was coming— 


NOTES 


1. The accepted spelling is Landes. 


2. Good Templars. An organization which was officially known as the Independent 
Order of Good Templars. It was generally abbreviated to “I. O. G. T.” and often 
derisively called by non-members, “I often get tight.” It was organized in New York in 
1851. In 1905 there were 69 grand lodges with a total membership of more than a half 
million. It required the following pledge of its members: “I will not buy, sell, use, 
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furnish, nor cause to be furnished to others as a beverage, any spirituous or malt liquors, 
wine, or cider and will discountenance the manufacture and sale thereof in all proper 


ways.” New International Encyclopaedia (1908) pp. 35-6. 


3. Naomi Ruth Landes, a lady who was destined to play a most important part in his 
life. 


4. Moore’s Flat was organized as a mining camp in 1851. According to local tradi- 
tions, the Zellerbach Paper Company started in this place. By 1946 the town with sev- 
eral brick store-buildings still standing, was entirely abandoned. 


5. Forest City is about 8 miles south of Downieville in Sierra County. 
6. Downieville is the county seat of Sierra County and was founded by Major Wm. 


Downie in November, 1849. Rensch & Hoover, Historic Spots in California, Valley 
and Sierra Counties, p. 391. 


7. “But on Friday the whole business part of the town was burned, and the last 
building to fall was our church.” Pond, Gospel Pioneering, p. 77. 

8. No doubt, Finlay Robert MacDonald, a brother. 

9. Probably Angus MacDonald, an uncle. 

10. Thought to bea cousin. 

11. The ditches were owned by companies headed by Tisdale and Captain Irving. 

12. Aninclined trough or chute. 

13. Probably Nevada City. 

14. Alleghany is on the north bank of Kanaka Creek. 

15. Knickerbocker. 

16. Effective gold mining began in Australia in the early 1850’s. 


17. “In strip mining the seam is exposed by removing the overburden.” Encyclo- 
pedia Americana, Vol. VII, p. 153. 


18. Monte Christo was located three miles northwest of Downieville. 


19. Perhaps Rev. Edward Dickinson who was at Moore’s Flat in 1861. Anthony, 
Fifty Years of Methodism, p. 36. 


20. MacDonald had an excellent tenor voice. 

21. Published in 1856, but it lacked the vigor of “Uncle Tom’s Cabin.” 

22. Probably George B. Hinkle. Anthony, o. cit., p. 226. 

23. The Masons and Odd Fellows had moved to Moore’s Flat. 

24. Usually called, “North Columbia.” Rensch & Hoover, of. cit., pp. 240-1. 
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